Beduin Affinity with the Country Squire
The old order goes. Like the country squire in England,,
the Shaikh is becoming an anachronism: the Latin cen-
tralizing conception is ousting the old personal ideas which
were common to our Teutonic forefathers and to the
Beduin of the, desert. It is inevitable, as little a matter
for complaint as the sequence of the seasons, though one
may have one's predilections. But I have often thought
that, as far as Britain is concerned, the increase of our
difficulties and misunderstandings of late years is largely
due to this cause. For we were fundamentally in agree-
ment with the old order: the differences between the
feudalism of the East and that of our public schools and
Universities was not so great as one might think: and there
were many points of contact between a tribal chieftain
and the sons of English country gentlemen who ran the
Empire. The reign of the Effendi is almost as new to us
in Britain as it is in the Orient, and it is small wonder that
we now and then have hitches in our dealings with it
abroad when we are not yet quite sure as to how we are
adapting ourselves to it at home. It is certainly a revolu-
tion which has given the urban civilizations of the world
a remarkable advantage.
It was the most delightful tiring to wake up in our tent
in the morning and see the sunlight lighting up the eastern
half of the canvas.